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Hi Council,

I hope you are all enjoying the warm weather lately and are taking a well-deserved rest! The past two
weeks have flown by, and while I am continuing to learn, I  along with the rest of the exec team, have
started working on some cool projects outlined in our platforms.

Over the past two weeks, I have met with all of our core managers and relevant staff to get the
projects outlined in my platform underway. These projects include Aboriginal Awareness Week, the
pronoun campaign, making events and services zero waste and much more. These meetings are
pretty preliminary but have been very helpful in creating more detailed plans for how to make these
initiatives a reality this year. If you want more detail on where I’m at with this, please let me know!

As I mentioned last week, VP Kimani and I have already started working on two of our joint projects,
the EDI Task Force and the Period Poverty initiative. This week I did a lot of reading about both EDI
at UofA and Period Poverty to plan for the year to come and ensure that I was informed enough to
do proper advocacy. We also edited the application for the EDI committee, and by the time you read
this report, the application should be posted. We are looking for individuals with experience
including but not limited to “issues of racialization, poverty, sexism, substance use, navigating social
services, disability, sexism, language discrimination, homophobia, transphobia, and religious
discrimination”. The committee will meet a minimum of 6 times per trimester and every committee
member will get a $400 honorarium. Applications will close on June 15th; if you are interested in the
committee please make sure you apply, and if you can’t/don’t want to, please encourage your friends
to apply to the committee!

I also met with representatives from the Augustana Students Association and Campus Saint Jean
Students Association whose portfolios align most with mine. These meetings were very informative
and productive. In the case of the Augustana Students Association, we agreed to meet every other
month and spoke generally about our goals, but we did not commit to collaborate on a single issue.
Myself and the Campus Saint Jean representative had a much longer conversation. We spoke about
some common goals, and I committed to monthly meetings. One of the things we discussed was
getting more bilingual PSC volunteers. While recruitment is currently underway for volunteers, staff
are working to find a way that we can recruit more bilingual volunteers.

Policing and campus security has also taken up a huge amount of my time. I have been working to
meet with relevant parties and I created a very detailed reading list (with summaries) for the
executive about policing, abolition and safety and security on campus. Because of our conversations
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and the pressing nature of these issues, we have set the ambitious goal of creating the policing
policy by early fall. Additionally, I reached out to staff to learn more about the Safe Walk program,
and we are currently chatting about possibilities for improvement of this already incredibly valuable
program.

I’ve also started attending committee meetings for planning the return back to campus but things
are VERY preliminary. I would really appreciate it if you could message me with any questions, ideas,
or concerns you have about the return to campus.

Some other things I did include exec retreat meetings, continuing my training, and gov camp!

If you have any questions about any of this please let me know! Things are slowly ramping up, and
I’m so excited to see what this year will bring. Also, please tell me what kind of layout/things you
would like to see in this report.

And as promised, I have a self-care tip for y’all! I love to read, but I often struggle to find the time
during the school year. Now that it’s summer, I am diving into my reading list. This week my simple
self-care tip is to make time to read! Reading is a great way to relax and do nothing without looking
at a screen. Right now, I am reading Weather by Jenny Offill. I won’t spoil anything, but I highly
recommend this book!

Here's a picture of my book! Isn’t this a cool cover?

Best,
Tal�� �i���

Talia Dixon
University of Alberta Students’ Union Vice President Student Life

Talia Dixon, Vice President Student Life
2-900 SUB  | 780 492 4241 | talia.dixon@su.ualberta.ca
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